
MEETING OF THE PRESIDENTS OF  

TURKEY AND IRAN 

 
On December 20, the President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Hassan Rouhani 

arrived in Turkey on an official visit. President of the Turkish Republic, Recep 

Tayyip Erdoganofficially met the guest at the entrance to his residence. 

Minister of Environment and Urban Development of Turkey Murat Kurum, 

Minister of Foreign Affairs of Turkey Mevlüt Cavusoglu, Minister of Finance of 

Turkey Berat Albairak, Minister of Industry and Technology of Turkey Mustafa 

Varank, Mayor of Ankara Vasip Sahin, Head of the Secretariat of the Defense 

Industry of Turkey Ismail Demir took part in the solemn ceremony. 

After the talks held between two presidents, a meeting of the High Level 

Cooperation Council took place, following which a number of documents were 

signed. 

After the signing ceremony, R.T. Erdogan and H. Rouhani held a joint press 

conference. 

Then two leaders took part in the meeting of the Business Forum held in the 

Cankaya Palace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ASTANA AND TASHKENT WILL INTRODUCE 

CENTRAL ASIAN “SCHENGEN” 

 
On December 21, 2018,acting first deputy chairman of the State Committee for 

Tourism of Uzbekistan, Mr. Ulugbek Kassymkhojaevsaid that Uzbekistan and 

Kazakhstan were planning to launch a common Silk visa. The Central Asian 

version of "Schengen" will start to operate in February 2019. 

According to him, the visa aims to jointly attract foreign tourists to the Central 

Asian region and popularize this route as a whole. The Silk visa project has passed 

all approvals in the departments of two countries, said U. Kassymkhojaev. 

He also noted that Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan were interested in a joint visa. At the 

same time, the Kazakh side also plans to include Azerbaijan and Turkey in this 

project. 

Earlier, the chairman of the Committee on International Relations, Defense and 

Security of Senate ofKazakhstan, Dariga Nazarbayeva proposed Uzbekistan to 

createa Central Asian Silk visa by analogy of the “Schengen,” in order to attract 

tourists to the region. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ALSTOM DELIVERED FIRST FREIGHT LOCOMOTIVE 

TO AZERBAIJAN 

 
On December 20, the French company Alstom delivered the first of 40 freight 

locomotives Prima T8 AZ8Ato Azerbaijan, stipulated by the contract with CJSC 

Azerbaijan Railways (AZR), which will operate on the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway. 

The locomotive was delivered to Balajary station in Baku after sending from 

Astana on December 7. For several months, Alstom will conduct validation tests of 

the infrastructure of the Azerbaijani railways. 

“We are delighted to continue being a strategic partner of Azerbaijan Railways and 

to deliver the first freight locomotive to Azerbaijan that will help satisfy the 

increasing need for freight transportation in the country,” Alstom Managing 

Director for Western and Central Asia Bernard Peille said. 

Recall that Alstom earlier presented its first electric freight locomotive Prima T8 

AZ8A for Azerbaijan Railways. The presentation of the locomotive was held at the 

Electric Locomotives Assemblage Factory (ELAF), located on the territory of the 

Astana special economic zone. 

The first AZ8A locomotive became a part of the contract signed by ELAF with 

Azerbaijan Railways in 2014 for the supply of 50 locomotives, including 10 

passenger locomotives Prima M4 AZ4A.  

AZ8A is a heavy-duty freight locomotive from the Prima T8 series, which is based 

on the KZ8A locomotive, currently operated in Kazakhstan. AZ8A is designed for 

operation at temperatures from -25 to 50 degrees Celsius. 



It should be noted that the opening of the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway was held on 

October 30, 2017 in the Baku International Sea Trade Port. 

The BTK railway is built on the basis of the Azerbaijani-Georgian-Turkish 

intergovernmental agreement. At the initial stage, the volume of freight will be at 

the level of 6.5 million tons of cargo, and up to one million passengers will be 

transported. 

 

PARLIAMENT OF KYRGYZSTAN CELEBRATED ITS 

80TH ANNIVERSARY 

 
On December 21, a solemn event dedicated to the 80th anniversary of Jogorku 

Kenesh was held at the Ala-Archa state residence in the capital of Kyrgyzstan, 

Bishkek. 

Kyrgyzstan’s President Soorobay Jeenbekov and former head of state Roza 

Otunbayeva, Prime Minister Muhammedkaliy Abylgaziyev, Chairman of the 

Supreme Court Gulbara Kaliyeva, diplomats and representatives of international 

organizations, as well as members of the parliament became guests of the event. 

Especially for this landmark date, the press service of Jogorku Kenesh prepared a 

historical photo exhibition and a chronicle-documentary film shown at the opening 

of the event.  

Further, the anthem of the Kyrgyz Republic were played and the speeches of the 

first persons of the state followed, later speakers delivered presentations in the 



framework of scientific-practical conference “80 years of Jogorku Kenesh of the 

Kyrgyz Republic: analysis and prospects for legislative activity.” 

Following the results of discussions held, the meeting participants adopted a 

resolution of the conference. 

 

THE PRESIDENT OF UZBEKISTAN BECAME THE 

"MAN OF THE YEAR" IN ASIA 

 
On December 21, the South Korean edition of The Korea Times reported that the 

Asian Journalists Association (AJA) recognized President of Uzbekistan Shavkat 

Mirziyoyev as the "Man of the Year" in Asia. 

Names of the winners were determined by a special jury after recommendations 

and evaluations of members of the association and representatives of each region. 

The head of Uzbekistan became the winner in the "politics" nomination. This 

victory was awarded to him for his great contribution to establishing peace in 

Central Asia and the development of active cooperation with neighboring 

countries. 

Other winners include LG Group Honorary Chairman Ku Bon Mu, Egyptian 

cardiac surgeon Magdy Habib Jacob and Vietnamese national football team coach 

Pak Han So. 
 

 


